WEST COAST INLAND NAVIGATION DISTRICT

CIND

TO PRESERVE AND ENHANCE THE COMMERCIAL, RECREATIONAL, AND ECOLOGICAL VALUES OF DISTRICT WATERWAYS.

Originally developed to facilitate commercial shipping to and along the Southwest Florida coast, teday the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway's

function is a blend of recreational and commercial use. Predeminantly vsed today for cruising, sailing, fishing, and eco-exploring activities.
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31°| REFERENCE NOAA CHARTS 11425,11427 & 1146 FOR

NAVIGATIONAL AND POSITIONAL INFORMATION

PASSES TO THE GULF OF MEXICO
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FLORIDA WATERWAYS Il

9
1 Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway >
2 Gult Intracoastal Waterway
3 West Coast Intracoastal Waterway
4 Port Canaveral Lock and Canal
5 Okeechobee Waterway

& Carrabelle to Anclote

29°

7 Apalachicola
8 5t. Johns River

2@ Suwannee River

10 Kissimmeaa River

11 Cross Florida Barge Canal {incomplete)

Big Sarasota Pass

28°

[t

The West Coast Inland Navigation District
continually studies the 17 passes/inlets within its
jurisdiction to develop management mechanisms
for inlets that are not maintained as federal
projects. The tederally authorized projects within
the District are Longboat Pass, Mew Pass

-

27°] - n7o°

(Sarasota), Venice Inlet, Boca Grande Pass, and
Matanzas Pass. Passes that do not fall under
WCIMD or tederal management generally are
not actively maintained, but some study and
strategic planning/maintenance have been
associated with Big Sarasota Pass, Redfish Pass,
Stump Pass, Blind Pass, Big Carlos Pass, New
Pass [Lee] and Big Hickory Pass. The challenge
in maintaining the integrity of a pass system
involves resource viability and character,

26° - 2B°
navigability, and the relationship to the coastal
system. Inlets that are not maintained to any
established criteria tend to be associated with

adjacent eroded beaches.

WCIMND strongly recommends obtaining as much
information as is available through charts, guide
maps or local boater knowledge to aid you in

REMEMEBER: Tides, weather and other seasonal
conditions affect navigability at inlets/passes. The
shoaling of the outer channel creates inadequate depths

safely navigating in Southwest Florida waters.
Inlet channels are often unstable in terms of

EEﬂ'r | ESG

migration and depth. During storm events of
for navigation that can result in running aground. Always
check the U.5. Coast Guard's Local Motice to Mariners

for upto-date navigational information.

high wave energy and wind activity, they may
be subjected 1o larger shifts in crientation. These
dynamic shifts could mean that the best water for
navigation is completely different after a storm.

200 East Miami Avenue, Yenice, FL 34285 Phone: 941.485.9402 Fax: 941.485.8394 Email: admin@wcind.net

Big Hickory Pass

Mew Pass Lee

Big Carlos Pass
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INLAND WATERWAY SYMBOLS RESTRCTED WAZRD | CONTROLLED
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Gald icon indicates Intracoastal Waterway
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1939 1947 1960 1967

Feasibility study of inland ~ WCIND created to act as the local  Dredging begins - northward  Completion Caremany held

waterway system interest in securing resources, from the Caloosahatches in Venice to celebrate the
completed by USACE assets, and property necessary to  River toward Boca Grande completion of the
achieve consiruction waterways linkage

Fellowing a teasibility study by the U.5. Army Corps of Engineers [USACE] in 1939, it was Althcugh originally developed to facilitate commercial shipping te and aleng the Southwest
recommended o expand the intracoastal system to include a route from the Caloosahatches Florida coost, today the GIWW s function is a blend of recreaticnal and commercial use.
River north to Anclote Key. With the autbreak of WWII, progress waos halted until 1045, Cruising, sailing, fishing, and eco-sxploring activities comprise the majerity of the

when Congress authorized construction of a channel 152 miles long, 100 fest wids, and @ present-day functions of the GIWW.

fest deep. The waterway was intended to link natural deep-water sections of bays through a

sories of man-made channels, providing sofe passage for commercial goods, and access o In 1908, the state legislaturs required WCIND to coordinate with Florida Department of
commercial fishing grounds. Dredging began in June 1980—northward from the Matural Resources to post and maintain regulatery markers for manates protection in
Calocschaichee River toward Boca Gronde—and wos completed in 1967, District waterways. That same year, the legislature alse consolidated all previous

amendments to WCIND autharity under House Bill Mo, 4531.

In 1989, WCIND was autherized to participate in even more waterway-related activities,
including the promotion of inlet managemant, and the posting and maintenance of channsl
markers and manates protection spesd zone signs. We've also initiated programs to
encourage bnuﬂng |-:|Fa’r'_|r and environmental afewurdah]p ’rhmugh distribution of boater and
waterway guides and rescurce maps.
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Hillsharough and Pinellas The state legislature requires

Counties voluntarily WCIND to coordinate with

withdraw frem WCIND Florida Department of
Matural Resources
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MANATEE ZONE
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L APR.1st- NOV.151h  NOV. 16th - MAR. 31st SSSC

£ o

., 5 R
e

HOW CAN YOU PROTECT MANATEES?

* Wear polarized sunglasses while operating a boat.

Polarized lenses make it easier to see things under the surface.
* Pole, paddle or use a trolling motor when over shallow seagrass beds.
* Slow down and observe all manatee speed zones and caution areas.
e While swimming or diving, do net approach or chase a manatee.
* Don't pollute. Pick up trash such as fishing lines and plastic bags.

WATERWAY ECOLOGY

located. Recovery and growth of seagrasses in thess scarred areas can taks years, and if the damage is repsated,
seagrass bed may never complately recover. Scarring alse leaves ssagrass beds vulnerabls to storms and other causes of arasion.
According to the Florida Museum of Matural History, over 30,000 acres of seagrass have been scarred by boat propsllers.

AVOID TRIM PUSH

'H"l"l!mnmrnrpunlbla, Immrm:gmubudl Hqgmund,dnnn&
avoid saagrass beds in shallow water, be sure procesd under power.
and utilize navigation to trim your moter up Turn off and trim your
channeb or da-ap-ar and idle to o safe d:apfh mokor up, than punh

waler whils undsr powser. before procssding an plans. the boat to a safe depth.

il le

Seograss scarring is ca used when boots enter shallow waters, causing the pmpa”ar te come inte contact with
seagrasses. This creates domage as the propsller slashes inte the bottom, where crucial seagrass roct systems are

the

Aerial view of seagrass prop scar damage in Pine Island Sound
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Some of the most beautiful and unspoiled coastlands in Florida are found aleng the waterway of the Wast
Coast Inland Mavigation District. Its southern reaches house an ecclegical paradise where marine and
terrestrial species alike are cradled by countless coves and bays, inlets, and island nursery necks. The WCIND
makes a point of emphasizing the ecological aspects of the waterway and, wherever it can, cooperates with
research efforts to further environmental understanding and protection. Some 90 percent of Districk-managed
spoil islands, ence condemned as “eyssores,” are now coversd with vegetaticn and provide additional habitat for a host
of wildlife. The waoters of the bays, inlets, and scunds ore still a fisherman’s paradise along this west coast “highway, "
nHar[ng andless oppertunities for the seasoned ung|ar and bag[nn ars alike. Few p|uca| in the United States can compare
with the Gulf Intraceastal Waterway for scenic |p|ar1:|nr; naturalness; and the timeless wonders of sun, sea, and lhr.
Birds are particularly prevalent along the waterway, even within Its mest populous areas. Wildlife sanctuarias det the
150-mile route, and a number of WCIND speil islands and mainland sites have been ploced under sanctuary protection
in cooperation with ecoloegy-minded groups such as the Audubon Socisty. The cruising yachtsman will see herens, ibis,
sgrets, cormorants, brown and white pslicons, rossate spoonbills, seagulls, and cccasionally an osprey or bald
sagle—often cccupying the same sandbar or reesting island. The ICW navigational markers are tavered perch
sites for cormerants, which have to dry their wings in the sun after diving. Owverhead power cables and csll
towers are other favorite spots for many species of birds to perch and observe their surroundings.
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ARTIFICIAL REEF PROJECTS

Artificial resfs provide ecolegical and sociceconomic bensfits. By
providing habitat for fish and other sea lifs, they increase the natural
biclegical function and capacity of bodies of water. This results in
increased resident fish pupuhﬂnm, which translotes to increased
revenus through the tourism and fishing industries. They also serve as
a second home for various construction and commercial debris,
[nc|ud[n5 brokan culverts, br[dga demalitions, boxcars and retired
vessels. Many items once considerad trash are given a second chance.

Once destined for the landfills, ’rha'y now offer habitat for sea life and
a destination for divers and fishermen, all while aiding in the
preservation and stabilization of the coastline and water quality

th mughnu’r the bujra and nearshore ecosystems.

DIVER SAFETY l

The Florida *Divers-Down Flag”™ law requires that scuba divers and snorkalers dis-
play a flag whenever they are in the water.

* The divers-down flag is @ square or rectangular red fHlog [at least 20 x 24
inches if displayed on o vessal; ot least 12 x 12 inchas if disployed on a tow
bun]r] with @ white d[ugnnd siripe and with wire or other stiffener to hold it
unfurled and extended.

* In addition, a blue and white International Code Flag A [or alpha flag) may
ba drup|uyad on dive vessals on Fa-daru”r controlled waters. This Hug indicotes
that a vessel is invelved in a diving activity. The alpha flag doss not satishy
requirements of Florida state law.

* Boaters must make reascnable sfforts te stoy 300 feet away from dive Hlags
in open water and 100 fest away in rivers, inlets or navigation channsls.

* Boaters appreaching divers-down flags closer than 300 feet in open water
and 100 fest in rivers, inlets, or navigation channels must procesd no faster
than is necessary fo maintain headway and steerageway [idle speed).

REEF RESOURCES

SARASOTA COUNTY: www . sarasota.wate mtlu:.u:ﬁedu;"

LEE COUNTY: www.luuruuh.nrg or
|'|lt|:|.=1-:,-"r ,-"' WA |eegmr. t:nrn,-'" l1|:1tiu.|'ri.“.t|ru:u-n::u1.||rv.:=::|.,.-"r marin =,-"'

ArtificialReefs

MAMNATEE COUNTY: hltp:,ﬂ",-'"www. Heri dngnfiahing.:umﬁr:ufsﬁ

cw-reefs-ma natee-county. html

CHARLOTTE COUNTY: |'|ﬂp H ,-'",-"'::l'l arlotte.ifas.vfl.ed u,-"'a-m: gri.':trl.h-"r
sg-02a-ArtificialReefBrochure. pdf

REEF ETIQUETTE

1. Approaoch a reef area slowly when other boats are in the area.

2. Try to make contact with other boaters betore approaching
reaf site that is being vsed.

3. Remember, when a dive flag is displayed all vessels must make
a reasonable effort to maintain a minimum distance of 300 feet.

4. The reefs cover a large area. Coordinates given are to help to
locate the reefs. Watching the depth sounder will help you
locate a piece of the reef for your enjoyment. Share the reefsl

5. Remember, reef location buoys often are placed in the center
of the permitted area, not directly on top of reef matarial.




